With the goal of promoting the development of early career investigators in the field of engineering designs, Designs welcomed applications for the 2018 Designs Travel Award for MSc and PhD students. We enjoyed a large number of very highly meritorious applications for our Travel Award and it was not an easy task to select the top candidate. Nevertheless, with the assistance of the assessment committee, we have identified one outstanding candidate. On behalf of the Editors of Designs, I am pleased to announce that the inaugural Designs Travel Award for 2018 has been granted to Mr. David Schmelzeisen, a PhD student from the Institut für Textiltechnik (ITA), RWTH Aachen University, Aachen, Germany (Figure 1 ). He will receive 500 CHF to help support travel to participate at the ISWC 2018 conference in Singapore this autumn. With the goal of promoting the development of early career investigators in the field of engineering designs, Designs welcomed applications for the 2018 Designs Travel Award for MSc and PhD students. We enjoyed a large number of very highly meritorious applications for our Travel Award and it was not an easy task to select the top candidate. Nevertheless, with the assistance of the assessment committee, we have identified one outstanding candidate. On behalf of the Editors of Designs, I am pleased to announce that the inaugural Designs Travel Award for 2018 has been granted to Mr. David Schmelzeisen, a PhD student from the Institut für Textiltechnik (ITA), RWTH Aachen University, Aachen, Germany (Figure 1 ). He will receive 500 CHF to help support travel to participate at the ISWC 2018 conference in Singapore this autumn. Mr. David Schmelzeisen studied Mechanical Engineering at RWTH Aachen University. He started to focus on textiles and textile engineering and received his MSc degree in Textile Engineering, before joining the research team in the field of smart textiles at the Institut für Textiltechnik of RWTH Aachen University. Furthermore, he developed electronic sensor systems for integration into textiles at ETH Zurich. During his PhD, he started researching textile welding and production technologies for smart textiles. His current research topic is 4D textiles; textiles that can be programmed to change functionality or shape over time. His research can be subdivided into the categories of simulation, material development and testing, and product design and production.
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